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Course (hj ective

Sinply put, the nain objective of the course is to present an academcally
sound introduction to the study of Sociol ogy. Cbviously, sociological terns
must be used in discussing the subject, but these wll be kept at a m ni num
Except for the necessary use of such terminology there would seemto be no
intrinsic nerit in an obtuse termwhen a plain word is available. In fact, the
excitenent of Sociology is best coomunicated in easily conprehended English
whi ch conveys a nessage on any subject nore effectively than does ornate and
turgid phraseology. In sum it is ny aimto present a hunani zed version of
Soci ol ogy.

Cour se Cont ent

1. I ntroduction to Soci ol ogy

(a) The Nature of the Discipline
(b) Sociological (hjectivity and the So-Called "Val ue-Free" Approach
(c) The Devel opnent of Sociology as a Separate Discipline

2. Qulture and Soci ety

(a) Definitions

(b) Cnharacteristics of Qulture
(c) Qiltural Functionalism

(d) Qiltural Conponents

(3) Qiltural Relativity

3. Soci al i zati on

A brief discussion on the topic since it is well covered in the students
Psychol ogy cour ses.

4, Power

(a) Charisna, Legitimate Authority and Coercive Power

(b) The Roots of Power

(c) Social Power

(d) The Distribution of Economc and Political Power in North Amrerican
Soci ety

The Structure of Econom c Power

(e)
(f) Wo Governs
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5. The Famly
(a) Definitions
(b) Variations in Fanily Patterns
(c) Functions of the Famly
(d) The "Wy" of GConpani onship Marriage
(e) Social dass and the Famly System
6. The Problemof Social Inequality
(a) Institutionalized Social Inequality
(b) Sone Views of Institutionalized Inequality
(c) Sone Bases for Social Inequality
(d) Poverty and Deprivation
(e) Racism Discrimnation and Rel ated Concepts
(f) Tradition and Sexism
Judicious use will be nade of AV nmaterial and guest speakers.
Eval uation
Tests ... .. ... 80%
Attendance and Participation...20%
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